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was inhabited by wild races, and was subject to frequent in-
cursions from still fiercer tribes dwelling in the adjacent hills.
The repression of marauding and plundering was the first duty
of the frontier administration, but could not be executed with-
out the aid of troops. Such troops must be at the call of the
civil officers on the instant, without any of the delay which
might be occasioned by a reference to the ordinary military
authorities. Substantially these were the reasons why the
Panjab frontier Force was placed under the civil administra-
tion which was thus pro tanto vested with a military capacity.
Accordingly a military department was included in the secre-
tariat of the Board. The frontier service became popular with
the officers of the army, as affording a school for soldiers, and
opening a field for distinction. -Thus the Board were able to
select many of the most promising young officers of the day for
regimental duty in the Force, and to procure the appointment
of some of the ablest commanders in the country for supervising
it in quarters or leading it into action. The Native soldiers
were recruited from among the most martial tribes in the
Panjab itself, and especially in the border mountains. The
Native officers were chosen for personal merit and social status,
there being fortunately no scope in a newly raised force
for promotion by seniority alone. Thus with its commanders,
its European officers, its Native officers, and its soldiers, the
Panjab frontier Force soon became perhaps the finest body of
Native troops ever arrayed under British banners in India,
being equally excellent in its cavalry and in its infantry.
Its mettle and prowess were frequently tried in expeditions
against the fierce and warlike offenders on the border; its
endurance was constantly tested by the watch and ward in
scattered outposts at the foot of the hills. It held the whole
border, five hundred miles in length, from Hazara in the
Himalayas near the upper Indus, down to Sind in the south.
Its annals were adorned by such names as Neville Chamberlain,
Haxry Lumsden, John Coke, Henry Daly, Charles Brownlow
and others.
Within the Panjab some military police was organised by